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learned to read and write. The specter of war and
the women's industrial programme for defence con-
tributed in no small measure to this educational uplift
Evidence that the government's programme for the
industrial militarization of women is accomplishing
tangible results is becoming cumulative throughout the
Soviet Union. In one of the government-owned farms,
"Gigant," which puts under cultivation nearly a mil-
lion acres of land annually, the "tractor work" on
these million acres in the last season was done almost
entirely by women.
Women chauffeurs operated the tractors both for
planting and harvesting. Women mechanics attended
to the necessary repairs, and did so competently. As
far as this particular sector of the government's bread
industry is concerned, the men might go to war any
day; the women will attend to the grain raising with-
out difficulty.
In the Magnitogorsk steel works the workers had
failed to live up to a certain minimum of production
required by the government. A brigade of women in-
dustrial shock troopers replaced a particular set of
male workmen. Result: The government's programme
was filled out 105 per cent, and on time.
Many factories throughout the Soviet Union have
women directors. The Rubezhansk factory, a very
large enterprise, has thirty-two women engineers.
Women workers are continually sent to pull up the
quality of production when the men workers in a